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the position as it comeis to us dlay by day;
itot going back on the past, except in so far as
it wui indicate wthat to do at present and in
the iuture-L tan see no prospect whatever of
this (ountry being put on a sound foundation
until, ill the first place, we get rid of Sonlc
of those Ministers and until the whole Cabinet,
and not a member of it only, is thoroughly im.
hued wvith the principles enunciated so clearly
and so ably by the leader of the I-ouse only a
few weeks ago.

On motion by Hon. ff. M-illington, debate
adjourned.

AkDJOURNMENT-SUPPLY BILL.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H. P.

Colebatch-East) [5.6]: I had expected that
the Supply Bill would have been down fromi
another place this evening, but our proceed-
ings terminated more quickly than was ex-
pected. I do not know that there is any occa-
sion to wait for that Bill. It was my intention
only to move the first reading to-night, but I
formally give notice now that to-morrow I Shall
nmove for the suspension of such Standing
Orders as will -preclude the dealing with the
Supply Bill before we complete the debate on
the Address-in-reply. I move--

''That the House do now adjourn."
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.9 p.m.

legislative Belscinblv,
Tuesday, 27th August, 1918.

The SPEAKEIR took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers.

[For "Papers presented'' and ''Questions
onl Notice'' see "Votes and Proceedings."]

BILLS ASSEN1LTED TO.
M r. SPEAKER: I desire to lay on the table

a list of the Bills passed during last session and
assented to by His Excellency the Governor
during recess.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.
The PREMIER (Eon. If. B. Lefroy-

Moore) [4.51]: I move-
That the House, unless otherwise

ordered, shail meet for the despatch of
business on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays at 4.20 p.m., and shall sit until
6.15 p.m., if necessary; and, if requisite,
from 7.30 p.c]., onwards.

MrI. JOHNSTON (Willianis-.Narrogin)
(4.5 2]: Since I have been in the House fron.
timo to time I have had the privilege of ad-
vocating that Parliament should sit in the day
timie dutring at least portion of its sittings. It
is well known to the Premier and memibers of
the House that the Federal Parliament sits at
eleven o'clock in the morning every day. I
have here a Federal ''Hansard" which shows
that on the oceasion of the opening of each
of its sittings, the Speaker or Presid(ent as the
case mlay be, tokes the Chair at eleven ,o'clock
in the nmorning. That House transacts its
very important business during the day time,
In Victoria a somewhat different procedure
has been, and I think is at present being,
adopted, one which tries to meet the require-
mnents of the Ministers and those whose busi-
ness occupies their time dering the day, but
at the same time shows some measure of con-
sideration to members who represent country
constituencies. The procedure adopted in 'Vic-
toria is that when the House is sitting three
days a weak, on the third day of the week it
sets at eleven o'clock in the morning until
about five or six in the afternoon. T
have been present in the Parliament
House of that State when th at pro-
cedure has been adopted, and members have
been able to get away at five ao'clock in the
evening for their week-ends at their homes.
This question was brought uip before the Gov-
ernment at the beginning of this Parliament. I
think the leader of the House promised to give
some consideration to the question of adopting
this latter procedure. I suggest that the Gov-
ermnent Should adopt the resolution outlined
by the Premier, so far as Tuesdays and Wed-
nesdays sittings are concerned, but that on
Thursdays we should meet at, say, eleven in
the morning and adjourn at about five
o'clock in the aftern oon.

Mr. Harrison:. Would there be an interval
for luncheon?

Mr. JOHNSTON2\: Half an hour or so could
he devoted to that. 'Whatever arguments
might have been used in favour of sitting in
the dlay time before the alteration in the train
service took place, since that alteration those
arguments have been intensified, and largely
increased. We have no night train to
the Great Southern district on Thuirsdays, and
I understand thnt the Northern districts have
no Friday train at all. To those parts of the
State as well as to the gold fields the trains
leave Perth on Thursday afternoon. I feel
sure that the Government are at all times
readly to consider country members in a claim
for consideration of this sort, and] so far as the
Thursday sittings are concerned I ask the Pro-
nuier to give consideration. to this alteration.

Air. 'WILLOOCK (Geraldton) [4.53] ; - T
Suppoart the remarks of the member for
Williams-Narrogin. M.ost of the trains leave
for the country districts at between five and
six ao'clock on Thursday afternoons, and in
these circumstances I think the Government
can reasonably alter the sittings on Thursday
to enable mnenmbers to get that particular train.
Onl the ccasion of the opening of last session
the member for Williams-Narrogin brought
forward this matter, and the Premier gave an
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undertaking that the Government would go
into it and see what could be done. Seeing
that this is not a practice which is entirely on-
known in other parts of the world, and in fact
is adopted in other parts of Australia, the
Government can reasonably adopt the par-
ticular suggestion outlined by the bon. member,
and give effect to what he has proposed. In
any ease the Government might be able to
arrange the business of the House differently
jsad enable private members to get away on
Thursday. Many mnotions conic forward in the
name of private members, and, as we are not
all interested i the particular matters brought
forward, some of us might be able to get away
and not he obliged to stay here for three or
four days unnecessarily. I support any move
in the direction of altering the hours for
Thursday.

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [4.55]: 1
move an amendment-

''That all the words after 'and Thurs-
days' be struck out and the following in-
serted in lieu:-'and on Thursdays at twelve
noon to 1.15 p.m. if necessary, and if re-
quisite from 2.80 pm. onwards.'"

As a country member I hope the House wifll
,agree to this amendment. The present hours
arc very inconvenient for country members,
who have to put in the whole of their time in
attendanice at Parliament House, as the pre-
seat train service is so unsuitable. The train
service for the Great Southern is most incon-
vonient. T feel that it will greatly facilitate
matters if this alteration is made, because
country menmbers would be reluctant to be ab-
sent from sittings of the House. That, of
course, might be a blessing in some ways, but
we have been elected to represent our constito-
cncies and those of us who are keen on doing
our duty to those who sent us to represent
thei, would like to be present at all meetings
of the House. I trust the Premier will accept
the amendment, and believe it will suit the
convenience of the majority of members.

Mr. MALEY (Greenough) [4.57]; I second
the amendment, and would like to point out
that the mails for Geraldtou leave Perth on
Thursday niight and return to Perth on Toes-
day night. Two mail trains leave Perth for
Geraldtone on Thursdays within an hour of
each other. We are forced, in order to be
present at the Rouse, to take the Saturday's
ordinary train to Ceraldton and return on
the Monday's ordinary train. If we return
by the Tuesday night's train we uist miss
Tuesday night's sitting, and if we leave for
Geraldton by the Thursday train we must
miss Thursday night's sitting. Under the
circumstances I think we are justified in
asking for this alteration in regard to Thurs-
day sittings.

H-on. P. Collier: I would point out that if
the motion be amended in the form desired by
the member for Katanning, there will then he
no hour for meeting jet down either on Tues-
day or Wednesday.

Mr. Thomson: The words contained in my
amendment come in in place of the deleted
words.

Hon. P. Collier: I know what the lieu. mem-
ber 's intention is, but his amendment does Dot

express it. It seems to me that the original
motion is so amended that there is no time
set down for sittings on. Tuesday or Wednes-
dlay.

The PREMIER: (Hon. H. B. Lefroy-
Moore) [5.1]: Several members have spoken
to me on this matter; and I do know that it
is most inconvenient for hon. nmemnbers living
in the country to sit on Thursday night, be-
cause it means that many of then, cannot
leave town for their homes until, Saturday
morning some, and Saturday afternoon others.
At one time the train arrangements permitted
those hon. members to leave Perth on Friday;
but with the present train arrangements the
position is as I have stated, and causes great
inconvenience. My desire is to meet the-
wishes of lion, members, and the matter is
entirely in their hands. It is not for the
Government absolutely to lay down the hours
of sitting. I do not regard the amendment
as unreasonable, or as likely to be in any way
prejudicial to the work of the House.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [5.3]: 1 am
rather sorry that thus early in the session
there should be an exhibition of the Govern-
ment's want of settled ideas, even upon a
comparatively unimportant matter of this
nature. The Premier said that the fixing of
the hours was not a matter for the Govern-
ment, but one for the convenience of mem-
bers'

The Premier: Not entirely.
Hon. P. COLLIER: As a fact, in the past,

the fixing of the hours has always been done
with a regard for the convenience of Minis-
ters and not that of members. What is the
argument that has ever been used against day
sittings but that it would be impossible for
Ministers to attend to their departmental work
under such conditions? Have we not heard
that argumuent urged even against the House
meeting at 8 o'clock or 3.30 inth afternoon?
But now the Premnier says the sitting hours
are of no importance to Ministers. For that
matter, the convenience of private members
mnight be best studied by meeting at 11 a-rn.,
or at noon, on all three sitting days. What
we are observing now is another yielding to
the power behind the throne. The amend-
ment would have been at once opposed on the
grounds I have indicated, had it come from
this side of the House.

The Premier: Not at all.
Hion. P. COLLIER: The remarkable fact

remains that the Premier has entirely re-
versed the reasons for opposing such an
amendmnent, turning then, into reasons for ac-
cepting it. Those reasons have always been
advanced in past sessions against earlier meet-
ing. And there are other considerations than
the convenience of members of the Country
party. There is the convenience, for in-
stance, of City members, who have their busi-
nesses to look after.

Mr. Maley: Do you say Country party mem-
bers have no private interests to look afterl

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am pretty well con-
vinced that the mover of the amendment was
sure, before he moved it, of its reception by
the Government. For my part, I do not mind
meeting early every day.
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Hon. J. Mitchell: The early meeting will
involve giving two days' notice of questions.

Hon. P. C'OLLIERIf the long programme
of legislation outlined by the Governor's
Speech is to be carried out and the session.
to terminate before Christmas, plainly we
shall have to sit earlier and longer. What
members on the cross-benches say, goes; and
I presunic the amendment will be carried ir-
respective of whether it is opposed by mem-
bers onl this side of the House.

Mr. BROWN (Subiaco) [5.10]: I oppose
the amneilnent on the ground that there
ought to be uniformity in the hours of sit-
ting. Either let us have no day meeting, or
else let every sitting of the House take place
during the daytime. The adoption of the
amendment will not necessarily enable mem-
bers of the Country party to leave for their
homes on Thursday. In order to achieve that
end it will be necessary to limit the length
of Thursday's sitting.

Mr. PILRINGTON (Perth) [5.11]: While
not viewing thle amendment with complete
approval, I suggest that if there is to be a
change of this kind, some little notice ought
to be given of it. Should the amendment
comec into force immediately, great inconven-
ience would be caused, whereas a fortnight's
notice, or perhaps three weeks' notice, would
enable members to adjust themselves to the
new arrangement. One does not wish to be
placed in the position of having to break
either an engagement outside this Chamber
or one's engagement to be here. I suggest the
Government accept the amendment only on
condition that it is not to come into force
until a fortnight or three weeks hence.

Hon, T. WALKER (Kanowna) [5.12): It
is a demonstration of the possibilities of war
time when the Premier makes such a Volto
face. The amendment is one which has been
proposed in session after session. I believe
it was moved even by yourself, Mr. Speaker,
while occupying a seat on the floor of the
Chamber. What has been the invariable ans-
wer to proposals that the House should meet
in the day times That if Ministers are to
meet adequately the great needs of the coun-
try as expressed through administration, they
must have thle dlay time at their offices.

Mr. Johnston: How about the Federal Par-
hanienti The Federal Houses meet each ay
during the day time.

Eon, T. WALKER: I question whether the
Federal Parliament has as much to do in the
smrall matters of administration as this Par-
lianment has--those small matters which require
attention in a young, developing country such
as this, with all the needs of a population that
is beginning to build up, a State. There is the
point, too, suggested by my loader, that memn-
bers of the Federal Parliament have to attend
from the other States, and that therefore day
sittings may suit their convenience. But I be-
lieve Ministerial administration to be more
exacting in this State than it is in the Com-
monwealth. If our Ministers are to attend to
their administrative duties, they cannot be here
(luring the day. How has it come about that
the demands of Ministers for time in their
own offices are so easily forgotten? Is it sim-
ply because the amendment proceeds from an

importanut section of this Chamber? There is
-no " eakeniug of the argument against this
proposal trout lnst session, no weakening of the
argunment from all the sessions that have gone
by.

Hon. J. Mkitchell: The objection always came
front llinisters themselves.

Hon. T. WALKER: Undoubtedly. Those
who know what is necessary if a Minister is
to pert orin the work of administration con-
scientiously, will always object to day mleet-
ings. Thr must be no opening for the excuse
that Ministers require this adjounment and
that adjournment, and this recess and the other
recess, purely that they may catch up with
administrative work. Ministers want to get
level with their duties which may be in arrears,
and now -we have it complacently agreed to
by the Premier himself that if lion. members

.-.who represent country constituencies desire to
leave them for their homes on Thursday night
Parliament shall be asked to meet on Thurs-
day morning. So that for the convenience of
country members the public are to be injured,
or at least denied their rights of attending at
the various departments to interview Ministers
en matters affecting the welfare of the State.
If ever there was an expression of drift we
have it here from the Premier. '"Let things
go, what do you want, gentlemen?'' is what
he says.

Mr. Thomson: Are you now in a dog-out or
ure you entrenched?

HOn. T. WALKER: If the lion. member can
make a jest out of this matter he is welcome
to do so; but as every institution has its etown,
Parliament can be proud of its representative.
The proposal ineans that wve shalt close tip all
the departments of State so that the country
miembers may have their Thursday picnlic.
That is practically what the Premier has told
us. Administration is nothing. All the busi-
ness of the country will be placed at the dis-
posal of country mnembers to enable themi to
catch their trains and to keep the Government
ini office. To make an biovation like this at
such a time, is, if I may use the term, astound-
lng. If the argument is good for Thursday,
it is good for Tuesday and Wednesday as well,
but if M1inisters are to have daylight for their
work then we must adhere to our own hours.
H-on. members must suffer inconvenience for the
sake of the public. I admit it is inconvenient
to have to sit at night time, especially to the
hour when churchyards yawn and graves give up
their dlead;, and we have to suffer in order
that the public. may be benefited and that the
public rnay have access to the Ministerial
offices. We are here for the public welfare and
not to study our on-n convenience, and if the
work is to be done and done properly and open
to the public gaze, then the Government offices
must be attended to by Ministers in the day
time, during usual office hours when men are
about transacting busi'ness, and when they have
business to transact with the State. I shall
oppose this inconsistency, this easy sliding
into an irresponsible condition when Ministers
can be told what they are to do and com-
placently do it as if they were devoid of any
sense whatever of the responsibilities cast upon
themn.
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Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam) [5.51: The
amendment asks that we should meet earlier
on Thursdays so that country members may
be able to catch evening trains, If the busi-
ness of Parliament will not suiffer, I do not see
that there can be muclh complaint against the
proposal. But I believe that the business of
Parliament will suffer, and I do not believe
we shall get through the amount of work that
we have been accustomed to do when commenc-
ing the sitting at 4.30. Opposition to the pro-
posal to sit earlier has always come from the
Government. All boa members have, however,
supported the mneeting at an earlier hour of
the day. I remember when we were in office
we were urged time and again by members on
both sides of the House to begin the sittings in
tbe morning.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You tried it but it was
a failure.

Hion, J. MITCHELL: I do not know that
we did try it.

Hon. T'. Walker: It will be a failure.
Hon. P. Collier: No business will be done.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: I remember now we

did try it. I know that it will be inconvenient
to meet at noon, and I know that the work of
- Ministers will be hampered, while the public
will suffer also. I am not much concerned
about the public, however; it is a matter for
Ministers to determine. What I am concerned
about is, whether, by meeting earlier, we shall
be prolonging the session. At the same time
I think the convenience of country members
should be studied, because they give up more
time to Parliamentary duties than do the. City
men.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is a question.
Hon. . 1 ITOIELL: I think they do, by

reason of the fact that many of them have to
travel long distances, even as far as the gold-
fields and Albany, and in coming to Perth
they have to spend a good deal of the day, or
night, in the train. Personnally, while I1 would
be pleased to get home on Thursday evenings,
if it is better for the business of the country
that we should meet in the morning, -I would
say that we should begin our duties at the
earlier hour. T think hon. members might give
the proposal a trial and, if it does not work
satisfactorily, it will be possible for the Gov-
erment to revert to the old order of things.
We are meeting very late this year; it is already
the. end of August, and I would like to see
the session close before Christmas, and in order
to bring that about I would willingly agree
to sit on four days of each week. The pro-
posal, as it stands, will,? in my opinion, have
the effect of prolonging the session.

Hon. P. Collier: No doubt about that.
Hon. -T. MITCHELL: We shall know anl

.about it after having given it a few weeks'
trial.,

Hon. T. Walker: We shall go on sitting into
Thursday night as well as all day.

Amendment (that the word "Thursday" be
Struck out) put and a division taken with the
following result:.-

Ayes .. .. - .22

Noes -. . . .15

Majority for .. .

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Chiesson
Mr. Dilmack
Mr. Gardiner
Mr. Oriffithe
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Ulckmott
Mr. Hudson
Mr, Johnston
Mr. Letroy
Mr. Maley
Mr. Mitchell

AYES.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Air.
Mr.
Mr.

Money
R1. T. Robinson
Rocks
Stubbs

Thomson
Underwood
Vs ryard
WIicoeoc
Willmott
Hardwick

(Teller.)

NOES.

Mr. Angwin Air. MluilanY
Mr. Brown Mr. Idunsis
Mr. Collier Mr. Nairn

Mr. ]Davies Mr. Pilkington
Mr. D~raper Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Green Mr. Walker
Mr Jones Mr. O'Loghien
Mr. Lutey (Te~ler.b

Amendment thus passed.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [5.30]: Now
that we have decided to have a day sitting
on Thursday, I think we should come at
eleven o'clock instead of twelve noon. Let
us do the thing properly. It -will be impos-
sible for Ministers to do any work worth
while in their offices before coming here at
twelve noon, so the adoption of that hour
would mean the wasting of the morning by
niembers and Ministers alike. If we wish the
public to believe that we are anxious to do
the work in day-time, let us net adopt the
I.W.W., go-slow hour of twelve noon. It
would be better to make it 10.90 am,

The Colonial Treasurer. Why not come be-
fore breakfast?7

Hon. P. COLLIER: There is a good deal
of difference between 10.20 n.m. and "before
breakfast." I am surprised at members
anxious to get the work done in dn-y-time so
that they might leave town for their homes
agreeing to meet at twelve noon. At the
very latest we should meet at eleven, and I
do not think that 10.30 would be too early.
I have in mind the rising hours of somne of
my friends in the Chamber, and to meet their
convenience I will not suggest anything
earlier thian half-past ten.

Mr. Draper: Suggest six o 'clock and then
they need Dot go to bed.

Hon. P. COLLIIER: In this Chamber we
are frequently reminded of wbat the boys in
the trenches are undergoing. I notice that
nearly all the big offensives commence at
half-past four or a quarter to five in the
morning. If the boys in the trenches fighting
for us and our liberty, can get over the para-
pet with their lives in their hands at half-
past four in the morning, it would not be too
munch it we assembled here ready for business at
seven o'clock in the morning. Let hon. members
be consistent. At a time like this, when the
whole scbeme of things throughout the world
has been capsized, let us show our men over-
seas that we on our part are determined val-
iantly to do our bit in Australia, let us meet
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at a reasonably early hour. I move an
amendment on the amendment-

''That 'twelve noon' be struck out, with
a view to inserting other words.''
Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [5.35]: 1 am

somewhat surprised at the opposition shown
by certain lion, members.

Honi. P. Collier: Opposition to what?
Mr. THOMSON: To twelve noon and also

to the motion.
Mr. SPEAKER: That is not under discus-

sion1.

Mr. THOMSON: I presume I am entitled
to traverse some of the arguments.

Mr. SPEAKER: Only in respect of the
amendment to strike out twelve noon.

Mr. THOMSON: I am sorry, for I would
have liked to reply. However, I am quite
agreeable to accept eleven o'clock. I sin
pleased that the leader of the Opposition has
seen the error of his ways, and withdrawn his
objections to the motion, recogmising that even
this much-despised party on the cross-benches
is entitled to a certain amount of consideration.
I will accept the hon. member's amendment.

Amendment put and passed.
Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) (5.38]: 1

illove an amnendlment-
''That 'ten o'clock' be inserted.''

Mr. Thomson: I understood thle boll. menm
ber to say that he would move eleven o'clock.
I would net have accepted his amendment had
I kuown . I object to his making a farce of
thle question.

lion. P. COLLIER: The hon. member has
nothing to complain about. If he was willing
to meet at any hour earlier than twelve noon
he must have accepted the amendment to strikce
out twelve noon. It is now for the House to
say what hour shall be inserted, and the hon.
member has a voice.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. LEFROY-
Moore) [5.39]: 1 am unable to support the
lion, member's amendment for ten o'clock.
The bon. member might agree to eleven o'clock.
I am desirous of giving the House as much
time as possible during the day for the dis-
cussion of business, but tea o'clock is too early
for Ministers. Ron. members might get here
at six o'clock without suffering any harm, but
if we meet at eleven o'clock it will enable
Ministers to attend to at least some work in
their offices before coming to the House. I
am in my office before ten o'clock, and the
same can be said for other Ministers. The
hon. member must realise that eleven o'clock
is a much more suitable hour than ten O'clock.
I am unable to agree to ten o'clock, but I
will agree to eleven o 'clock.

Mr. 0 'toghlen: After a month's experience
ye.1 will regret having made a change at all.

The PREMIER: Eleven o'clock will suit
the Government much better than ten o'clock,
for Ministers will then be able to do some work
before coming here.

Eon. W. C. ANOWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.40): We started day sittings once
before, and it proved a failure. It may not
prove a failure this time, because the members
on the cross-benches may succeed in altering
the position. However, I have my doubts in
regard to that. It will take a lot to convince

IWI that -Ministers canl do anything in their
offices before coming here at eleven o'clock.

The Minister for Railways: That is from
your own experience.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The Mlinister for
Railways is not more anxious for work than
are others.

The Minister for Mines: I get to the office
long before eleven o'dlock.

The Premier: It will enable ns to do a lot
oil Thursday night.

*Hon. WV. C. ANGWIN: The Minister who
leaves here at eleven o'clock or twelve o'clock
oil Wednesday night is not going to be in his
offl(e eacrly on Thursday morning before com-
ilig hero again at eleven o'clock a.m. He
would scarcely have time to go through one
file. I think the time has arrived when it is
necessary that Ministers should give close at-
tention to their work instead of rushing it
through on the score that they have to come to
Parliament. If we are to start morning sessions
let us give it a fair trial. Surely no one can
complain of ten o'clock. In my opinion
eleven o'clock is too late, notwithstanding
which Ministers could not attend to business
before Coming here at that hour. If we meet
at tell o'clock we shall have an opportunity of
getting through business in time to enable
country ,,,embers to leave for their homes at
five o 'clock, that is, if they want to. I an,
colifilicnt that some of them, are net anxious
to go hiomec at five o'clock.

Hon. P. Collier: They want to go to the
pictures.

Rion. Wv. C. ANOWIN: I have not the least
doubt that this amendment has been forced
on the Government. In my opinion the Gov-
ernment would rather meet at 4.30 p.m. than
at any other time. If lion. members are
anxious to meet in the morning, let them give
proof of their anxiety by coming along at ten
o'clock. I am sure that if they do that and
work here all day, the new system will prove
a fiasco, as it did once before.

The Premier: I am asking for eleven o'clock
to suit the convenience of Ministers.

Hon. T. Walker: No break in the day's
work can possibly suit Ministers.

The Minister for Railways: We could not
get the Notice Paper printed and distributed
by tea o'clock.

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: It has been done
before. Of course we could not expect to get
the Questions.

Mr. Harrison: Would they be a loss?
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I could easily under-

stand the bon. member wanting an early
answer to some question which he may have
asked. T do not believe that Ministers would
attend to any of their office work on Thurs-
days if Parliament met at 11 o'clock in the
morning. At all events I hope bon. members
will give the 10 o'clock proposal a fair trial.

Amendment (to insert ''ten o'clock'') put
and a division taken with the following re-
stlt:-

Ayes
Noes

16
21

Majority against5
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Mr. Angwin
Mr. Brown
Mr. Chesson
Mr. Collier
Mr. Davies
Mr Jones
Mr. Lambert
M4r. Lutey

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Draper
Mr. Durack
M r. Sardineis
Mr. Griffithsp
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Hlckmotl
Mr. Hudson
Mr. Johnston
Mr. tefroy
Mr. Maley

Arms.
Mr. MnlIaay
Mr. Munsle
Mr. Rocke
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Walker

Mr. Wlicoek
Mr. O'Loghlen

(Tetlelr.)

Nos.
Mr. Mkitebell
Mr. Money
Mr. Nairn
MCr. Plkiogton
Mr, R. T. Robinson
Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Thomson
Mr. Veryard
Mr. Willmott
Mr. Hardwick

(Totter-.)

Amendment thus negatived.
Mr. SPEARER:. The question now is that

the words ''eleven o'clock'' be inserted.
Hon. P. Collier: The motion will be finally

disposed of if that is carried ?
MNr. SPEARER: Yes.
Hon. P. Collier: It would be just as well

to fix the hour of closing.
Amendment (to insert "eleven o'clock'')

put and passed.
Hon. W. C. ANOGWIN (North-East Fre-

mantle) [5.50]: I move a further amend-
ment-

'' That the word 'onward' be struclk out
and 'to 5 o'clock g.m'1 inserted in lien."

I believe the innovation has been brought for.
ward for the purpose of allowing members of
the Country party to reach their homnes for the
week end, and to carry out this purpose it is
surely necessary to have a limit placed on the
length of the sitting on Thursday.

Mr. MUNSlE (Hannans) [5452]: Whilst
I realise that probably the intention of the
mover of the first amendment was to give hon.
members living in the country an opportunity
of catching their trains on Thursday even-
ig--

Ron. R. H3. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter):- Say to Marble Bar.

Mr. ItHINSIE:- I am not going to be a
party to imposing a limit upon the sitting
of the House on that day, and to say that
the sitting shall be closed at 5 o 'clock in order
to suit the convenience of some hon. members.
If the business of the country demands that
we should sit after 5 o'ldock it is our duty
to attend to that business. It is not our duty
to consider the question of running off to our
homes at 5 o'clock in the afternoon if there
is work to be done here. If the business of
the House warrants our closing down at that
hour, I have no objection. Let hon. members
catch their trains if they wish to do so. They
have placed themselves in this position: By
amending the motion to provide for meeting
at 11 o'clock on Thursday morning, all they
have done is to increase the time for sitting
on that day from U1 o'clock in the morning

until 4.50 in the afternoon, and from then on-
wards to any time which may be thought fit.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Possibly until Saturday morning.

Mr. M'UNSTE: That is so. I must oppose
any scheme to close down on the business of
this Chamber when. there is business to be
transacted. If wve have the country's work
to do, it is our duty to be here to do it.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [5.5 5]: If
those hon. members who brought forward
this question of meeting early on Thursday
are consistent, or are going to achieve the
object they have in view, they arc bound to
support the amendment. Only one reason
has been advanced for altering the sitting
hours onl Thursday, namely, that memubers
living in the country should have anl op-
portunlity of catching their trains on Thurs-
day afternoons or evenings. If, after all, the
House may still sit on Thursday evenings,
the object will have been defeated.

Mr. Munsie: I am going to be consistent.
I am up against the o bject.
* Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not mind sitting
on, but the object members have in view will
be defeated unless they have it included in
the Sessional Orders that the House shall
close at a definite hour, I have no
doubt that before many weeks are
over we shall find that the business of the
House will demand that we sit on Thursday
evenings. It appears from past experience
that dlay sittings have been a total failure.
1 -am surprised at the Government giving
way in this miatter, because they will find
that they will quickly get behind in their
administrative work. We shall then have
Ministers complaining in the House that they
find altogether insufficient time in which to
carry out their official duties. That argu-
menit will also be used for the purpose of
continuing the sittings on Thursday even-
ing. The House should close at a fixed hour,
either at 4.30 p.m. or 5 p.m. on. Thursdays.
In order to give bon. members an opportunity
of achieving their dlesire I intend to sup-
port the amendment.

Mr. HAUDWIOR (East Perth) [5.571. I
should like to warn the House against the
generosity of the leader of the Opposition
and the member for North-East Fremantle
(Hon. W. C. Angwin). If the amendment is
carried, it will mean that we shball conifine
Thursday's buisiness within a period of 4%
hours. It has been noticeable in the past,
that the member. for North-East Fremantle
alone has readily occupied two hours of that
4% hours.

Hron. W. C. Angwin: I do not want any
change.

Mr. HIARDWIOR: I am afraid the bon.
member's generosity towards the Govern-
ment is not too great. I enm inclined to
think that when he moves an amendment of
this kind his principal endeavour is to em-
barrass the Government as much as possible.

Hun. T. Walker: That is unfair.
Mr. 1IAitDWICK: What I have said has

often been demonstrated, and the Govern-
ment need not look for any generosity from
that Side of tile Rouse.
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INr. Munsie: 'You have your machine guns
out to-day.

MNr. HARDWICK: We have already been
threatened with a number of ''Jack John-
sons" and other big guns, which were said
to be waiti 'ng for us when we met this ses-
sion. I trust that this idle and foolish
amend~ment will not be carried,

Mr, THOMSON (Katanning) [6.0]: While
I am desirous of catching my train on Thurs-
day, I wish to assure the leader of the Op-
position that members sitting on the Minis-
terial side of the Vouso are quite sincere in
their desire to do their duty, and members
on the Opposition side need have no fear
where those on the Ministerial side will be
when the urgency of the business necessi-
tates it. If in the interests of the House, the
business starting at 1.1 o'clock should go
right through until Friday or even Saturday
miorning, members on the Government side
are prepared to do their duty, but I was de-
sirens of leaving the closing hour iii the
hands of the House. We might be able to
adjourn at eight or nine o'clock. The busi-
ness of the House should be conducted ac-
cordiag to the needs of the country.

Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [6.31: The
consistency of members is reniarkable. Only
one reason has been given for sitting earlier
and that was thle convenience of country
members, to catch their trains and get to
their hoiues.

Mr. Johnoston: Sonic of us would sit all day
if we could.

Hon. T. WAL.KER:- Thle hion. member had
the chance just now of voting for all day
yet hie voted against it. There is no consis-
tency at all on the part of members on the
Government side. The Premier generously
yielded to the proiiptings of the Country
party saying that they should be considered,
that their homies should be 'visited like town
members. What is to enable theml to get away
if there is to be no closing hour mentioned?
We are to take Ministers away from their
workc in the dayv-time on Thursday without
saving any time, and we shiall sit onward
every, Thursday if no closing time is men-
tionled. Analogies were made between the
work here and the work in the Federal Par-
liamient.

Mr. JIohnston: Atid the Victorian Parlia.
nient.

Ulou. T. WALKER: Will the lion. member
deny that they did not fix the closing hour
thePre ?

Ron. P. Collier:. They foiud it necessary in
the Federal Parliament.

Hon. T. WALKER: Because otherwise the
motion defeats itself, In the Federal Parlia-
ment the da-y sitting has a fixed time for clos-
ing and thle House automatically closes at
that hour.

The Premier: Unless the House decides to
continlue.

Mr. Johnston: What is the time of closingl
Hon, P. Collier: Half-past four, I think.
Mr. Johnston: In this copy of "Hiansard"

which I have the House adjourned at 3.20
a.m.

Hon. T. WALKER: We can reverse this
procedure next week if we think fit. To be
consistent we must fix the closing time. In
order that country members may not be
marked by being absent we must fix a closing
hour. If the purpose is to do all day work
and no night work, then we must close in
thle day-time. I trust the House will not
make itself absolutely ridiculous by -talking
about day work when they mean all day and
all night work.

Amndment (to strike out "onwards'')
put, and a division taken with the following
result:--.

Ayes
Noes

Majority against

Mr. Angwln
Mr. Cheeson
Mr. Collier
Mr Jones
Mr, Lutey

Mr. Brown
Mr. Davies
Mr. flurack
Mr. Griffiths
Mr, Harrison
Mr. Hfckmnott
Mr. Hudson

Mr. Johnston
Mr. Let roy
Mr. Maley
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Money
Mr. l'lnllauy

24

-. 16

AYR&s
Mr. Walker
Mr. Wlicock
Mr. O'Leshlen

(Teller.)

Nose.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Muste
Nairn
Ptiktington
R. T. Robinson
Roeke
Stubbs
Tesdale
Thomson
Veryard
Willmott
Hardwelt

(Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. WTLLCOCJ( (Geraldton) [6.123:. I de-
sire to move a further amendment-

"That after 'onwards' the words 'until
'5 p.m. and no longer unless by specific
mnotion of the House' be added.''

Mr. SPEAKER: The lion. member's
aindmment is not in order. The word 'on-
wards'' stood in the way before, and the
House has dealt with that by the amendment,
and it has been held that the word "on-
wards" shall remrain.

Hion. T. WALKER: I think we might have
a further amendment, ''That after 'onwards'
the words 'until the railway time-table al-
ters' I' be added.

Question as amended punt and passed.

Sitting suspended from 6.1.5 to 7.30 p.m.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS, PRECEDENCE.
(Oi motion by the PREMIER (Hon. H. B.

Lefroy) ordered: "That on Tuesdays and
Thursdays Government business shall take pre-
cedence of all Motions and Orders of the
Day."I
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COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.
On motion by the PREMIER (Hon. H1. B.

Lefroy) sessional committees were appointed
as follow:-

House Committee-Mr. Speaker, Mr. Grif-
fiths, Mr. Muflany, Mr. Naimn, and Mr. O'Logh-
len.

Librarry Committee.-Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Green, and Mr. Smith.

Standing Orders Committee-Mr. Speaker,
the Chairman of Commuittees, the Attorney Gen-
eral, Mr. Draper, and Mr. 'Walker.

Printing Committee-Mr. Speaker, Mr.
O 'Loghlen, and Mr. Smith.

BhIL_SUPPJY, £1,431,000.
All Stages.

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. J.
Gardiner-Irwin) [7.341. 1 move-

"That so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended as is necessary to enable reso-
lutions from the Committees of Supply, and
Ways and Means, to be reported and adopted
on the same day on which they shall have
passed those Committees, and also the pass-
ing of a supply Bill through all its stages
in one day, and to enable the business afore-
said to be entered upon and dealt with be-
fore the Address-in-reply is adopted.''
Question put and passed.

Message.
Message from the Governor received and

read, recommending appropriation in connec-
tion with the EBi.

Committee of Supply.
The House having resolved into Committee

of Supply, Mr. Stubbs in the Chair,
The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. ..

Gardiner-Irwin) [7.363]: I move-
''That there be granted to His Majesty

on account of the service of the year end-
ing 30th June, 1918, a sum not exceeding
£1,431,000]'"

In asking the Committee to agree to grant
these supplies, let me explain that I am asking
for practically three months' supplies; that is,
to the end of September. All these supplies
have been estimated on last year's expendi-
ton4 for the same term. In asking for them I
feel that an explanation is due to the Commnit.
tee regarding the Annual Estimates; and I
also puirpose explaining to the Committee, as
far as possible, the posit-ion of Federal finance
revealed at the Treasurers' Conference, It
will no doubt be remembered that last session
I gave here a promise to endeavour to have
the Estimates ready for presentation at the
end Of July. Until I left for Melbourne to
attend the Treasurers, conference, T held
:steadily to that obj0ective. Unfortunately, the
conference was fixed for the 17th July. I tried,
unsuecessfully, to have it postponed until the
second week in August. 1 have no hesitancy
in saying that, had this been done, T should
have been able to redeem my promise and 'have
the Estimates down here prior to my leaving
for the Melbourne conferencee. However, T
had to attend that conference, in order to look
after this State's interests, and also to the end

o1: having revealed to me, in company with the
other Treasurers, th6 position o± the finances
of Australia. 1 did not return from the con-
ference to Western Australia until the last day
of July. On my arrival I found that the Esti-
mates were all ready; but in compliance with
a unanimous resolution of the Treasurers' con-
ference, that in the aggregate they should not
exceed the expenditure of last year, these Esti-
mates had to be sent back for revision and cur-
tailment by various Ministers. This, I1 under-
stand, is now being finally done; and Ministers
inform me that their Estimates are being cut
down to the irreducible minimum.

Mr. 0 Loglen: They always say that.
The COLONIAL TREASURER: I antici-

pate, theref ore, that so soon as the debate on
the Address-in-reply has concluded, I shall be
in a position to deliver my Budget speech and
to lay the Estimiates upon the Table. For
several reasons I regret that since my return
from Melbourne I have been compelled to spend
most of my time in bed, though I have been
trying my hardest to drive myself to work.
As I shall deal fully with local requirements
in my Budget speech, I do not propose saying
anything further on that aspect of our finances
at the present time, but shall inerely ask the
Committee to pass these supplies. With the
kind tolerance of the Committee, I intend giv-
ing a short review of the financial position of
the Commonwealth as revealed at the Treas-
urers' conference. From that conference every
State Treasurer came away feeling that the
war obligations of the Commonwealth, anl the
taxation necessary to meet those obligations,
were such that it hadl become imperative for
the States to rely exclusively on their own
efforts to finance themselves during the war.
So impressed were we all-both State and
Federal authorities-with the position, that a
resolution was carried "That in the unani-
mious opinion of the Treasurers at this confer-
ence the ordinary aggregate expenditure of all
Comumonwealth and State departments shall
not he further increased dluring the war.''
That resolution, of couirse, does not apply
to business concerns-the Railways, for in-
stance-whore extra. ex-penditure to obtain extra
revenue returns would be perfectly justified.
The posit ion from both a loan and a taxation
Point Of view was laid before uis by
the Commonwealth Treasurer. Pert of his
comsmunication was to be regarded as confi-
dentin], andr T ean reveal to this Committee
only the bald -puints as dlisclosed to the State
Trens srers by the Commonwveal7th Treasurer.
Such items as were eonveyed to us in confi-
deev will only be revealedt by the Common-
wealth Treasuirer when making his financial
statement. The loan requiirements to earry on
the war, merely the loan requirements9, lie in-
formed uin, wouild be ait least an extra 80
Million -pounds per Rnnulm for elllh y ear that
the war continues, and practically for two
years after the war. That is the estimate laid
down, not only for the currency of the war,
hut also, awing to the difficulty of repatriating
our soldiers and getting things back into thnir
ordinary groove, for two years after the war.
TCO brine homne the interest obligation to the
Committee, who now consider Federal taxation
-xtre-mely hish, let me 'gay that last year from
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direct taxation the Federal Government re-
ceived £7,400,000. And pleople said that was
very heavy. Each additional war year's in-
terest, to be provided by the Australian people
from now on, will amount to roughly £4,500,000
-that is, on the 80 millions sterling. Pensions
are increasing at the rate of two million
pounds per annumi; and there are other obli-
gations, in some cases insisted upon by the
British Government, which will probably ab-
sorb another million sterling per year. it
means that for every additional year the war
goes on, taxation miust increase at the rate of,
roughly, £7,500,000; that is, there will be
£E7,500,000 annual increase of taxation. If the
wvar lasts another year it will be necessary to
raise £15,000,000 a year through direct taxa-
tion. If the war ends in another year, we should
still have two f urther years'I war expenditure to
take into account. True, during those two years
we would not bare the annual addition of two
millions to the pensions. But we would still
have to provide the £4,500,000 for the interest
bill, and probably another million in addition.
So that for those two extra years, if the war
ended in 12 months from now, it would be
necessary for Australia to raise an additional
eleven millions sterling by taxation. Thus,
three years fromt now, providing for only one
more year of war, Australia's direct taxation
bill will be at least 26 millions per annum, or
over £E5 per head of the total population of
Australia. Great Britain, of course, is at pre-
sent taxing herself very heavily. She is rais-
ing 19 per cent, of her war expenditure by
direct taxation. France is, I think, raising
approximately 16 per cent, of her war expendi-
ture by direct taxation. Germany is raising
only 4 per cent, by direct taxation. I want the
Commnittee to realise that we are only begin-
ning now to pay for our war expenditure, and
to make provision for the payment of interest
on that war exp~enditulre. In addition to this
the Commonwealth have to face a declining
cnstoms and excise revenue. It seems more
than possible, from what we have seen in the
papers duriug the lpast few dlays, that there
will be an alteration of the tariff, and of
course they will endeavour to raise consider-
ably more money than is now being raised
from this source.

Mr. 0 'Loglilen: Do you personally think it
is likely?

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I think it
is quite likely. But let me show bon. members
how the revenue from customs and excise is
falling, in the three weeks previn to our
sitting the customs revenue of the Common-
wealth declinied £360,000. It stands to reason
that thtat must be the ease when shipping is
so short. It is quite pdsisible that the position
may be rectified when the n-ar is over, because
vessels will then be bringing back our troops
and no doubt also a great amount of stuff on
which nustoms duty will have to be paidl.
Until that is done, however, everyone must see
that customs revenue must go on falling. I
want hon. members to follow me closely here.
The floating of the necessary, local loans -for
war purposes is going to be a great task in-
deed. And here is the disquieting phase of
this question. Of the SO millions which we

have raised for war purposes, at least 50
millions of it is being paid away in England.
It ean therefore easily be seen that unless there
is a corrective by the sale of our products, it
cannot be a very great while before there is a
depletion of that money which goes to supply
these leans, which may well make us pause and
think of the seriousness of the position. It is
quite true that the money we are getting
for our wool wvili be a rectification of that to
some extent. Last year it amounted to about
42 millions sterling. That would have a
balancing effect. And it would he all right
if our obligations were to cease there. There
is no disguising this fact, that so far as the
wheat crops are concerned it looks as if the
Commonwealth or the States, or both, had to
finance this question of paying for the
grai n. It has been freely said, and also
freely believed, that the British Govern-
ment will not want one grain of our wheat.
.If they did, they would have purchased last
year'a crop. But they do not want it, and it
is quite reasonable and feasible to see that
that is the position. If my memory tells me
rightly, the members of the conference which
I attended were informed that the wheat
pool had been advised by the British Gov-
ernment that so far as could be seen it was
still a good proposition to grow wheat. But
the difficulty is to get that wheat to market.
it mieans that if the British Government do
not take the wheat the Commonwealth will
have to face the provision of between 2-5
and 30 millions to finnce it on a 4s. basis.

M1-r. O'Loghlcn: Was not that doubt re-
inoved!

The COLONIAL TREASURER: lIt was
quite candidly said by the Acting Prime
Minister that they were trying to get the
British Government to purchase the wheat,
but that if the British Government did so
it would be rather as a call of Empire than
a call of necessity. T am taking it that wheu
the Acting Prime Minister says a thing like
that he is talking authoritatively. The pros-
pect of the States borrowing for develop-
mnictal work was regarded as remote after
thme calendar year ending December, 1919. I
daresny lion. members have seen the result
of the flotation of the last loan. The re-
sult was suiccessful; it was more than over-
subscribed. It was certainly underwritten,
liut it was floated on the distinct understand-
lug with the British Governmnent that it was
to be the las9t loan to be put on the market
for the development of the States during the
currency of the war.

Ron, P. Collier: Are 'you speaking of the
loan floated last week? it was only for a
smanll amount.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: About
£4,700,000. When we come to think of it,
it is hardly- a fair thing that we should go to
Great Britain for a loan for developmental
purposes, which could probably wait for more
fortunate times, when Britaiu herself has to
go to America to borrow money to carry on
the war. When the present Treasurer of the
Commonwealth took charge of the finances
we owed Great Britain something like 38
millions in connection with general war er-
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penditure. So that we are asking Great Brit-
ain not only to buy our wheat and woo], but
we owed thein that sum of money for finan-
cing us in connection with the war. We can-
not get any more money from that source;
they will not let us float further loans. Rfon.
members will clearly understand that, as we
are raising so much money for war purposes,
it will be utterly impossible for us to rely
upon local influences to give us what we re-
quire for developments] purposes. Every
financial institution has to provide mnoney
for the taking up of war loans. Of the last
42 millions raised, the Associated Banks took
up something like 1'5 millions. It will thus
easily be seen that if there is to be a call on
the financial institutions it must lead to an
exhaustion which would prevent the possi-
bility of the success of a local Joan being
placed on the market except at a price which
would be hardly justifiable unless for some
extreme case of urgent necessity. The Fed-
eral Treasurer was quite candid with us. Ile
told us he did not think that after December,
1919, we would be able to gct any more
money. So far as Western Australia is con-
cerncd, taking our loan expenditure on the
basis of that of last year, and exercising the
utmost care, we can protect ourselves in that
regard up to December, 1919. To do that I
will have to take the £ 700,000 which was
promised me in January and which up to
now I have not touched. Thea we have a
promise of an additional £2250,000, making in
all £960,000. In connection with the alloca-
tion of the loan recently floated, it may seem
strange that Queensland and Victoria got a
much larger proportion than Western Aus-
tralia, South Australia, and Tasmania. But
if hon. members will carry their minds back
a little they will remember that Queensland
(lid not get anything from the first loan
which was floated, and that -Victoria did not
get any of the money promised by Lord For-
rest ini January. That was why additional
provision had to be made for those two States
in the last allotment. The fly in the oint-
meat is the State of New South Wales. Ow-
ing to some prior arrangement, New South
Wales made a contract so that she could to
an extent borrow in the old country up to a
certain amount. That State thought she
was coming down pretty low, and only
wanted to borrow three and a half millions.
We tried to get New South Wales into our
arrangement, because it was pointed out that
it was manifestly unfair to allow one State a
free rein while the other States had to put
up 'with what they could get, because they
recognised the financial position.

Ron. P. Collier: Row will New South
Wales get on if the money market is closed
to Australia next year?

The COLONIAL TREASURER: The mar-
ket will certainly be closed to New South
Wales as well.

Hon. P. Collier: Thea she will have to bor-
row locally.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Yes, or
come ito the pool. But the pool will not be
able to get anything. That is the real posi-
tion.-

Mr. 0 'Loghlen:, I think they have an idea
that they will be able to borrow favourably in
America,

The COLONIAL TREASURER: There
seems to be that idea. But let us be honest
with ourselves. Do we not think that it is a
happy position to be placed in when we must
call a halt on extravagant borrowing i We
like to think that when we are hard up we
can borrow moEFey. But; looking at it from a
higher and broader standpoint, we should try
to develop our country without extravagance.
One can hardly help thinking that this restric-
tion of unlimited borrowing is probably a
good thing in disguise for Australia. Now we
come to the suspension of the sinking fund.
As hen. members know, I tried to get the sink-
ing fund suspended, but the trustees ini Lon-
don raised a distinct objection. I laid the
whole matter not only bef ore the Treasurers
at the recent conference, but more particularly
before the Treasurer of the Commonwealth.
We learnt at the conference that New South
Wales, South Australia, and Queensland had
suspended their sinking funds. Not one of
those States was in the same solid position as
is Western Australia. Speaking from memory,
our sinking fund stocks have a face value of
something like £E5,558,000. I think the pur-
chase price of those amounts to a little over
five million pounds. So the difference be-
tween the purchase price and the face value
is made uip by discounts. Our first maturing
loan of £ 2,500,000 will fall due in 1927.
Against that -we hold stocks of the face value
of £1,733,000. So u-hen it comes to the ques-
tion of redemption, we are in a good position.
But I pointed out that if from the outset
Western Australia is to go on struggling as she
is struggling now, the question of the sus-
pension of the sinking fund during the cur-
rency of the war is one of vital interest. Un-
fortunately, if I have to borrow the money at
six per cent., which will mean £18,000 a year,
it is going to make the pro-vision for the
sinking fuind £834,000. Let me give you
the exact words of Mr. Watt, as officially re-
ported. Here is the excerpt from the report-

Mr. Watt promised to make proper re-
presentations to the Imperial authorities to
permit Western Australia to remit the sink-
ing fund during the w-ar. Western Australia
may rely upon the help of the Common-
wealth in the matter. Mr. Watt also said
that if concert were arrived at and the
Imperial Oovernment demurred, the Com-
monwealth would have no 'hestitation in
guaranteeing.

He said, "I see your position and I think
you are not asking ant unfair thing to have
that suspended during the war, even if after
the war, say, two years after, by the infinitesi-
mal increasing of the sinking fund you eventu-
ally get it back to somewhat the samne stand-
ard, " Hle asked me to put all the details be-
fore him, which I have done, asking him to
cable the Imperial authorities so that if pos-
sible we may get a decision almost imme-
diately. We tried to ascertain whtat form
taxation would take, but we could get no in-
formation on that subject at all, except that
it was clearly conveyed tan us that taxation
was going to be ve9ry heavy, that there Would
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be few avenues left for the State to exploit,
and that exemptions would probably be cut
to the bone. That is the information which
-I got at the Treasurers' conference. I do not
want to have somebody saying in the Press
to-morrow that I made a dismal statement to
you. I presume the Committee would not
think much of me if they sent me to such a
conference and I did not attempt to bring
back the whole of the facts. Those are the
facts as outlined by the Commonwealth
Treasurer, and I am sure those facts must
make us realise that when it cmes to the
financing of the war and of the respective
States over their present difficulties, the po-
sition is full of worries, worries which we
hope will be minimised as we tackle them. That
is the position, and I trust the Committee will
now pass the Supply Bill.

Hon. P'. COLLIER (Boulder) [8.41: 1
should like first of all to proffer my sympathy
to the Treasurer in that he has been unfor-
tunate enough to catch the prevailing epidemic;
more particularly is he unfortunate since he
must be snowed under in the preparation of
the Budget. We listened with very great in-
terest to the statement made by the Treasurer
in regard to the financial position of the Com-
monwealth. Of course, after all, that has no
bearing upon this State, except in so far as it
affects our loan expenditure. There is no doubt
the Commnwealth, like the several States, is
faced with a difficult problem in financing the
war and] in regard to the position that we
cannot hope to be financed from London in the
fuiture. -I do not know that that in itself will
be such an impossible task to impose on Aus-
tralia, because Australia is one of the richest
countries in the world. There is more wealth
per head of population in Australia than in
any other country in the world. The census
taken by the Commonwealth at the beginning
of the war revealed the fact that Australia is
an enormously wealthy country. If the Com-
monwealth should have difficulty in raisaing
sufficient money by way of loan to finance the
war-, it will be largely duo to the fact that
those in possession of wealth are not too much
inclined to loan it.

The Colonial Treasurer: There is a sugges-
tion that they are going to make them lend it.

Hon'. P. COLLIER: Yes, a suggestion, but
I do not know whether it will get beyond the
suggestion stage; if it did, it would probably
save hundreds of thousands of pounds that to-
(lay go in the endeavour to float the loans. If
we keep our eyes on the newspapers and gen-
erally on the campaign that will be conducted
from now to the closing date of the loan, it
will he seen by the most casual observer that
enormous sums of money are expended in the
effort to raise the loan. Moreover, it must be
remembered that the interest on this occasion
of 4%/ per cent, and five per cent, is a fur-
ther inducenment to our wealthy people to sub-
scribe the necessary funds. As pointed out by
the Treasurer, last year the value of our wool
clip amounted to E42,000,000, an increase, I
think, of £20,000,000 upon tlhat of 1913.

lnon. R. H. Underwvood (Honorary Minis-
ter) : You are wrong.

The Colonial Treasurer: Not far wrong.

lion. P. COLLIER: I am sure I am quite
right. Certainly the figures representing last
year's value, £42,000,000, are correct, and the
increase in value is something like £E20,000,000.
If we can get that amount of additional in-
come from one industry alone, Australia ought
not to have any great difficulty in financing
its share of the war expenditure. Of course we
shall have to face increased taxation by the
Commonwealth. From all appearances it seem's
the Commonwealth Government are contemplat-
ing an increase in the revenue duty, an increase
not of a protective character, uot calculated to
result in the establishment of industries, or in
the giving of greater assistance to industries
by way of protection. I think any increase in
the tariff will be confined entirely to the pur-
pose of raising revenue, most likely on those
items that are to-day in the free list, including
probably what has been known to tariff re-
formers as the ''free breakfast table,'' tea,
coffee, and other items of that class. But
whilst no doubt it is necessary on the part of
the Commonwealth to increase taxation of this
description, and whilst I understand that the
State Treasurers, meeting the Commonwealth
Treasurer at the conference, decided that the
States should not increase their expenditure
for this year over and above that of last year,
I do not know whether the State Treasurers
offered any advice to the Commonwealth auth-
orities as to how those authorities should cur-
tail their own expenditure.

The Colonial Treasurer, My word, we did.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Because if one looks

through the Commonwealth Estimates and other
financial documents, he will find that the Cl'-
monivenith expenditure is going on in so lavish
a manner that one would imagine the Core-
monwcalth had millions to burn.

The Colonial Treasurer: We got an assur-
ance from tlhe Commonwealth Treasurer that
he was going to do exactly the same as the
State Treasurers.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Well, [ am hopeful of
better results in that direction from the pre-
sent Commonwealth Treaurer than there have
been in the past, for he certainly seemse to
realise the necessity for curtailing expenditure.
But, after all, the Treasurers' conference as a
conference has nothing to do with revenue ex-
penditure in this or any other State. That is
entirely a matter for the Parliament of the
State. I do not know that the Treasurers'
conference was altogether wise in passing a
resolution that none of the States slhould in-
crease its revenue expenditure for this year:
because if a State Parliamrent feels that it is
justified in increasing its revenue expenditure,
and that by so doinq it will get irmmediato
returns, the ouestion is one entirely for the
.judgment of that Parliament.

T'he Colonial Treasurer: I endeavoured to
make that clear to the conference.

Hon. P. COLLTTR: I agree with the Treans-
urter that perhaps it is a good thing for Aus-
tralia that the war hns had the effect of nut-
Imp the brake upon the expenditare of bor-
rowed money: it eertainly has had that effset,
anid perhaps the lesson will he a good one for
the various States I believe that the rate
nat whlich loan foo~ds have been expended in
the s'-vcrsi States during the past 10 years
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couldI not continue without placing a very
heavy burden oa the taxpayers in the meeting
of the interest and sinking funds on those
loans. It is satisfactory to know that in
respect of loan funds the Treasurer is safe
until the end of next year. Perhaps we ought
to take the advice of Lord Forrest and say,
that no matter what comes after December of
.next year, even if it be the Deluge, let us not
take a fence until we reach it. That all
brings home the more keenly to us
the necesity for curtailing expenditure
in our own State so far as it is possible. Ia
-regard to the position in this State, I want to
say at ones that if I have any remarks to make
respecting our financial situation they are not
iintended to apply to the Treasu~rer personally
and directly. Perhaps it would be as 'well for
the public to understand the position. Al-
thoughi the State Treasurer usually hat to
carry the burden of the whole of the finances
of the State, if they should not be at any time
satisfactory, there is a tendency to pile the
whole of the blamne and responsibility upon his
shoulders. To anyone who has been behind
the scenes, such as I and others who have held
office have been privileged to be, that is an
entirely unfair attitude for the public to adopt.

Hon. R. H, 'Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter) : It is not unfair; it is false.

Hon. P. CQLLIER: It is absolutely false,
and being false it is unfair. The Treasurer,
of course, does not administer any departments,
except one or two small sub-departments.
Whilst he controls the finances of the State
generally, as Treasurer, he has nothing what-
ever to do with the expenditure of the great
spendling departments of the Stato, and has no
control over them. It there should be exces-
sive expenditure going on in any departments,
say the Railway Department, or time Mines or
Agricultural Departments, or any other, the
person who is entirely responsible for tha ex-
penditure is the -Minister in control of such
department.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Or Cabinet generally.

H-on. P. COLLIER: Yes, so far as that ex-
penditure is caused by the policy laid down
by Cabinet. Apart from this, the Treasurer has
nothing at all to do with it. He cannot go to
the Railway Department or any other depart-
ment and endeavour there to effect economies
or savings of his own volition. That is a
matter entirely for the Ministers. If the
finances of the State to-day are in an unsatis-
factory position-and there is no one who will
contend that they are otlerwise-IT say that
the blame, if blame there be, so far as the
Government are concerned, might be equally
distributed amongst all Ministers. I do ntt
propose to apportion the blame or responsi-
bility at all. The Treasurer, I believe, is en-
deavouring personally to do his best, and I
also believe that he is keenly imbued with the
necess.ity for reducing expenditure. How it
is he has not been successful I will leave ether
Minist'-rs and their suipporters to decide for
themselves.

Ron. R. H. Underwood (Hfonorary Minis-
ter):- And the circumstances, too.

Hon. P. COLLIER:- I am not going to take
the Treasurer to task for failing to have the

Budget brought down to the House in July as
promised.

The Colonial Treasurer: You suggested that
you would forgive me if I did not have it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That was unofficially.
The Treasurer, however, has my forgiveness
at once. As a matter of fact I smiled when the
promise was made, because I knew perfectly
well it was impossible for hiim to do so no
matter how well intentioned he might be. Had
lie been here, and had he not been out of the
State at all, I do not think it would have been
possible for him to have had the financial
statemient brought down to the House in the
month of July. This would have been imnpos-
sible, for the reason that the Government would
not meet the House in July, and did not Meet
it in fact Lintil nearly the end of Augpst. We
have practically arrived, therefore, at the same
stage as that at which the House has arrived
in previous -sessions, and in previous Parlia-
ments, namely, that the expenditure for a fair
proportion of the year has had to be incurred
without Parliament having any authority or
control over that expenditure.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Two months have already
elapsed.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, and the Treasurer
is now asking for three months' supply to
cover one quarter of the year. We have the
position that one quarter of his expenditure
is to be authorised by this House to-night
siply in the form of a blank cheque. be-
cause it is niot possible for members to dis-
cuss the expenditure in detail until the Esti-
mates are presented to them, and until they
have had all opportunity of scanning the
public accounts for last year. I do think
that to this most important matter, the
finances oif the State, the Rouse would be
justified in giving some attention on the
question of supply. This might possibly as-
sist the Treasurer in finally framing his Esti-
mantes. it Might niso give binl] an idea as to
what members thought generally with re-
gaird to the financial situation as we now
find it.. I should like to know whether there
is included in the amount we are asked to
vote the suni which the Government have
decided to grant as a. subsidy to the company
which has recently been forined in Western
Australia fur ship-building purposes, an
amount of £E30,0007 The House would not be
justified in giving any authority off-hand to
the Government fur the expenditure of that
money until we had received a statement
front the Minister concerned, and had an op-
portunity of discussing it. I do not propose
to go into the merits of the question at all
at this stage. The Minister for Industries
will. no doubt, be able to make out a- good
case for the action that the Governnmnlt have
tatken. All the same, the House is entitled to
know more about this matter. I hope the
Minister concerned will take us into his con-
fidence at the earliest possible opportunity,
and provide us with the full details and con-
ditions under which the money has been ad-
vanced, or under which it is proposed to ad-
vance it to that company.

The Colonial Treasurer: It has not been
advanced yet.
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Hon. P. COLLIER: From what source will
the Treasurer get that money?

The Colonial Treasurer: From the money
I get from the insurance companies.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is not included in
this supply!

The Colonial Treasurer: No.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Even if it comes from

the insurance companies the Treasurer will
have to get authority from Parliament be-
fore paying it.

The Colonial Treasurer: Quite so. We will
not give it unless we get authority.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know what
stage has now been reached, but if the con-
tract should be finalised before the Esti-
mates are presented to the House it will then
be too late for members to discuss it, or the
terms and conditions of it. in passing this
vote, therefore, to-night, to enable the
Treasurer to carry on, aind expend any Sum
up to the amount which is voted to him in
any manner that he chooses until the end
of next month, it is possible that thle sum
I have mentioned will be included in his ex-
penditure. I should like to know the posi-
tion in regard to the collection of taxes
under the Act affecting bookmakers and
others, passed last session. The Trea-
suirer might inform the House as to
whether there is any truth in the state-
meat which has appeared in the Press, re-
garding the understanding which exists, or is
supposed to exist, between the Commissioner
of Taxation on the one hand, and the herb-
stone and shop bookmaker on the other hand].
We ought to know before we pass this Sup-
ply Bill whether such an arrangement has
been made or not. I am not blaming the
Commissioner of Taxation, because -no doubt
all ho had to do was to take the literal in-
terpretation of the Act as it was placed be-
fore him. If it is worded in Suich a fashion
va to enable him to enter late Such an ar-
rangement. as it is alleged he has entered
into, the fault lies with this House and not
with him.

aron. J. Mitchell: 'What is the arrange-
ment!

Hon. P. COLLIER: I venture to say that
this House never anticipated that any such
action would be taken. It is rather an ex-
traordinary thing that the Commissioner of
Taxation, whose solo duty is to collect rev-
ernue, should be able within a short period
to locate all our street betting and shop book-
makers, and to ester into an arrangement
with them.

Ron. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter):- If he bad located them he would put
them in gaol.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is extraordinary that
the Commissioner of Taxation should he able
to do this, andI that the police authorities,
who are supposed to control matters of this
Rind, should be quite unable to do so.

Ron. R. Hf. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): There is a lot about bookmaking that
you do not understand.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am aware of that. I
ant quite unsophisticated so far as bookmak-
ing is concerned. I hope the Treasurer will

make it clear that no Seich arrangement does
exist, and that if it has been made he will
step in and put a stop to it. Incidentally,
the Commissioner of Taxation might hand
over to the Commissioner of Police a list
and the addresses of all those with whom be
has been in communication during the mak-
ing of this arrangement. It speaks well for
the opinion which the Commissioner holds of
the bookmakers, for he can have no check
upon them and must trust to their good faith
to tear up a ticket every time they make a
bet, and so contribute to the revenue in that
fashion. Whether or not the Taxation De-
partmnt has collected all that to which it
is entitled I do not know. If a bookmaker
undertakes to do a thing I believe, from my
slight acquaintance with such people, that his
word will be fouind to be just as good as that
of any other citizen. I hope, without there
being any compulsion in the matter, that hie
will not be found amiss. to any greater degree
than citizens in any other walk of life. No
doubt the Treasurer hopes to bring down his
Estiiiates showing no increased expenditure
on that of last year. If we might judge from
the statement he made shortly after his re-
turn from the Eastern States there is seine
doubt ais to whether he will be able to cut
down the expenditure to the level of that of
last year. The Treasurer has stated that he
had received a draft of the Estimates, and
that they exceeded by ninny thousands of
pounds the expenditure of last year. He said
these had beeni referred back to Ministers of
departments, and that it was to be hoped
that some substantial reduction would, be
made. All through that interview I noticed,
if it could be construed in any way at all,
that the tone of it was in the nature of a
complaint against his colleagues. At least,
it was evidence of the fact that his colleagues
at any rate had not succeeded in reducing
their expenditure so as to bring it into line
with that of last year. He says that the
Education Department wants £18,000 more.
Who is res ponsible for that? If the Treas-
urer objects, and it is intended to keep the
expenditure in the Education Department
within the figures of last year, who is re-
sponsible?

The Premier: The population of Western
Australia is increasing.-

Hon. B. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): The vote of last year showed the way
things were going.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The vote of last year
intended just what it said. It gave the M~in-
istur of Education a certain aniont, and the
Treasurer complains that this amount has
been increased by £18,000 in the draft Esti-
mates that he has received.

Hon. R. Rf. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): Cut it down when you have the Esti-
mates. You did not do so last year.

Eron. P. COLLIER: I am Dot referring to
last year. I am only dealing with the com-
plaints made by the Treasurer against his
colleague, the Minister for Education. The
fact that there was a complaint on his part
is borne out by the c-ircumstancil of his hav-
ing referred the Estimates back to the Min-
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later in question with instructions to cut
them down.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): I voted for a reduction last year.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the Honorary Min-
ister voted for a reduction then his vote has
not much voice in Cabiuet.

Hon. R, H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter):- It did not have any in Parliament, let
alone in Cabinet.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If his vote and voice
haqno influence in this House, it should have

in Cabinet. I do not know whether he voted
for a reduction of the Education Estimates
last year or not.

Hon, R. 1I. underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): I did, and you voted against it.

R~on. P. COLLIER: The hon. member's
vote will be most useful in Cabinet in cut-
ting down these votes.

]Ion. R. H1. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): It is no use in Parliament.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But there are fewer
mnembers in Cabinet. The hon. member has
no doubt got the Treasurer with him, and
if he can get one or two more ministers he
will have a, majority with, him. I am not
criticising at all but I am not going to allow
the hon. member to twist my remarks as
being a criticism of the expenditure of the
Edncation Department.

Hon. R. If. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): What are they?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Not that, I am ref er-
ring to the criticism of the Coonial Trea-
surer against his colleague the Colonial Sec-
retary in sending him Estimates which pro-
vide for increased expenditure of £1J8,000
beyond andI above that of lnst year. There
is no getting away freom that position. The
Treasurer says, had he been here, he would
have been in a position to briug flown his
Budget in July.

The Colonial Treasurer: T said the second
week in August..

Hon. P. COLLIER: I think we had
reached the second week in August when the
Treasurer made a statement to the Press say-
ing that he had not yet received the draft
Estimates of the Minister for Railways.

The Colonial Treasurer: Those are not
material in an ordinary way.

Hlon. P. COLLIER: The Minister for Rail-
ways had not supplied his Estimates in the
middle of August, according to the Trea-
surer's own statement. I do not see any hope
of a redluction in the expenditure. It has
to be borne in mind that when the Govern-
ment say they are going to keep the expen-
dliture this year within the bounds of that of
last year that is no very great achievement,
when we recollect the fact that the expendi-
ture last year. or for the past two years, has
increased very considerably over and above
the total expenditure for the financial year
ended 1916. The position is this: when the
party now in office replaced the Labour Gov-
ernment the expeaditure had increased right
along the line. The first year, for which the
Treasurer was not responsible, there was an
increase shown and last year showed an in-
crease, so that if the Government succeed in

keeping the expenditure this year down t
that of last year, they will still be very con
siderably in excess or advance.

Hon. J. Mitchell: There is the added in
terest.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is £200,000. I
is £200, 000 for 1917 over 1916. It was £100
000 greater last year and £110,000 the yeai
just closed. The ''Statistical Abstract'
gives it at £E111,000, so that the excess foi
the two years has been £211,000.

Thre Colonial Treasurer: It is estimiate(
that it will be £93,000 more this year.

lion. P. COLLIER: No doubt the Trea
surer has later figures than I have, and pro
bably mere correct. I ant simply taking thi
figures from the "Abstract'' to the end o.
June. We have to vote the Government sup
plies; they must have money to carry on
to pay the public creditor, but I am not vot
ing it to them very enthusiastically.
think the House at least would be justific
in cutting down the amount they are asks,
to vote now to such an amount as will merell
suffice for the Government to carry on unti
the House lhes had an opportunity of con
sidering the financial statement, or Budgel
but according to the position we are in w
are at the end of the month, and by the tim,
the debate on the Address-ia-reply
completed, and the Treasurer has ha,
an opportunity of bringing down hi
financial statement to the House, we sal
be approaching the end of Septembei
So that any amount less than that for thre
months nowi asked for does not seer
practicable. But at the same time
would like to emphasise the statement-i
does not require really emphasising, for th
whole country know it, and no one knows
better than the Treasurer, yet I feel I at
justified in saying that the Government hay
failed absolutely and entirely in their finar
cmal administration. There is no qniestioi
whatever about it and I notice the Treasure
now seems to takce up the attitude of blair
lag the man in the street, that is the public
ec saidl in a statement to the Press quit

recently that he has been trying to wake th
public realise the necessity for economy, be
apparently so far without success. It is a,
use endea renfring to place the blame and thi
responsibility on the public, because the pub
lie did realise it. If there was one thing ii
the nature of at definite instruction, Or Man
date, which the Government received abov.
any other in September last, it was that o
economy in public expenditure. That wai
the only definite, tangible policy that the'
put before the couintry-although there wai
nothing definite or tangible in it, it was on]l?
a vague general statement-that if returnem
to power they would effect economies bi
some miraculous method of amalgamation o:
departments here and there. No details wer,
given and none have been given so far, aw
it is 12 months now and the puiblic have no-
yet had details of the economies effected b
way of amalgamation. I am not saying thai
some amalgamations have not been earriec
out, but if they have been the Govern
mzeat, in their modesty, have kept the in

2i
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formation to themselves. We boar of the re-
tiremient of an officer here and the dismissal
of another there, but there has been no gen-
eral amalgamation of departments, no econo-
my, absolutetly none. There has been no attempt
-or if there has been an attempt it has been
gta utter failure-on the part of the Govern-
ment to effect economy. I want to ask the Gov-
3rament what their justification is for show-
ing increased expenditure after four years
)f war, over and above that which the State
'ras able to get along with in 1915 or 1916. The
lovernonent 'a financial position is due largely
;o the fact that they have given away ex-
einditure in many directions and taken such
!ourse of action which has deprived tbem of
-evenuo at the demand of a section of their
iupporters. That is what has happened
a some directions without getting com-
)ensating increases in other directions.
Nhat are we faced with now? Are we
,oing to have the same expenditure this year
Ls last? And I. do not think the Treasurer
'ass any hopes of doing better than that. Tak-
ng it at that position, and allowing for the
ucreased revenue received from the taxation
censures passed last session, probably £240,-
000 or £250,000, I do not know, we shall
till find ourselves at the end of the financial
-ear we have now entered on in no better
iosition than during the financial year which
'as just closed. I do not think there is any
iope for it except for the Government to say
vite frankly andr honestly that the financial
'osition has got beyond them nd that they
annot cope with it. Let them admit their
allure and from the vast number of supporters
hey have, numbering 33 or 34, ask fome of
hem to take a hand in the business and see
f they cannot do something better. That is
he position. I know the Treasurer took the
,iatter up with great earnestness and hope
hat he was going to accomplish something in
he way of restoring the finances of the coun-
ry, but whatever has been the stumbling block
n. the way, or what has preventedl him, the
act stands out monumentally that the Gov-
rment have failed miserably and lamentably
o handle the finances of the State in any way
atisfactorily, and if the position continues
-I do not want to be pessimistic-but if they
ontinue another year or two in the way in
vhich they are doing, I am afraid we shall
ave to call on the Federal Government for
inanicial assistance in the direction other than
.bat in connection with the sinNing fund.
kfter all, if the Treasurer succeeds, or if the
'ederal Treasurer assisting him succeeds, in
aving the payment to the sinking fund ans-
iended, it will be a great relief to the finances
f the country and a very justifiable one in the
'resent circumstances. 'Wbiatever the ob-
tacle is, it is an outrageous injustice to the
azpayera of the country that we have to bor-
ow money at 6 per cent. in order to meet the
inking fund payments. It is a monstrous in-
uetice and I hope the Federal Treasurer wil
neceed. I cannot understand any body of
sir-minded men, or body of trustees in Lon-
on, standing in the way of the position when
'a consider it in all its aspects. If the
reasurer succeeds it will be a good thing, and
load off his mind.

Mr. Smith: It will be the first act of bank-
ruptey-repudiation.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do net agree with
the hon. member. He may call it repudiation,
or what he likes. If, in the circumstance, it
is repudiation, it is justifiable, but it is not re-
pudiation. It is a justifiable and a reasonable
request which this State might well make to
those in authority; and it is a very small re-
quest in comparison with some that bave been
asked of, and have been conceded by, the
Home Government to Australian States and
to other countries as well. If Great Britain
can lend her hundreds of milions of pounds
to countries which have virtually no security
to offer, and some of which are absolutely gone
now, it is not asking too much that we should
have relief from the comparatively insigni-
ficant sum of £300,000 per annumI having re-
gard to the position which faces Us. In any
case, no other State has to bear a payment of
this kind; and therefore I hope the Treas-
urer will succeed in obtaining relief from this
paymuent in the future. At the present junc-
ture I have no more to say, except that I grant
supplies to the Government very relucantly
pending our having an opportunity to dis-
cuss the finances in detail. 'Whilst I1 per-
sonally am unable to see any prospect of im-
provement, I nevertheless trust that, somehow,
the Treasurer will he able to present to the
Committee some kind of a statement which
will show imuprovemient at least upon that
statement with which we had to deal last
session.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. B. T.
Robinson-Canning) [3.47]: It had been my
intention to tell the House something con-
cerning the shipbuilding industry and the re-
lations of the Government to the slaiphuild-
lug company in due course. If the leader of
the Opposition thinks the information might
have some bearing on the present Bill, and
desires that information now, I have it be-
fore mae, and am only too glad to give it to
the Committee at once. The Government
leases the site at North Fremantle, to be sur-
veyed, to the company at a ground rent of
£E50 per annum for 21 years, determinable (a)
at the option of the company at the end of
three, five, seven, or fourteen years, at three
months' notice; or (b) by the Government
at any time at three months' notice if
the land is required for extension of
the Fremantie harbour, or as to the por-
tion north of Lu kin-road, for railway pur-
poses; or Cc) on the railway bridge being
removed. In the event of the determination
of the lease under paragraph (b) or para-
graph (c) nil alternative site is to be pro-
vided at Preston Point, or, if available, at
Rockiagham; 13 acres at Preston Point to
be held in reserve for the purpose. The Gov-
ernment will expend £30,000 in the construc-
tion. and equipment of a shipbuilding yard on
the site; the work to be carried out by the
company, on plans and specifications ap-
proved by the Government, in a proper and
workmanlike manner. The company will-
subject to the continuance of the lease, pay
the G3overnmeont five per cent. per annum on
£30,000-that is to say, £1,500 a year-and
thereby, subject as aforesaid, repay the
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£30,000. The company will pay interest at
the rate of 51/! per cent, per aninum on
£C30,000 for the first year as advanced in pro-
gress payment, and subsequently on that
figure reduced by repayments at the rate of
£1,500 a year. That is to say, the interest will
be payable, so long as the lease continues,' on
so much of the £30,000 as for the time being
remains unpaid. Until repayment of the
£30,000, the equipment and works are to be
the property of the Government as landlord;
but after repayment the company are to have
the ordinary rights of a tenant to remove
their trade fixtures as if such expenditure had
been originally made by the company out of
their own funds. Ini the event of a change
of site, the company are to renrove the ship-
ping yard equipment to the sew site--to
which the ]ease will extend-at their own
cost, to the satisfaction of the Government;
and the obligation of the company to liquid-
ate the balance of the £30,000 then outstand-
ing to be unaffected. Certain costs,' a small
matter, to be incurred by the Works Depart-
ment and the Railway Department in making
the site available, ore to be paid by the
company; for example, the removing of a
store and a tarring plant, and certain railway
sidings. As regards the 13 acres at Preston
Point to be reserved as an alternative site,
the company will have the option for a period
of seven years to purchase the fee simple
at £3,250, being £260 per acre; and in the
meantime, should the shipping yard be re-
moved to that site, rent will be payable at
five per cent, per annum on that price, namely,
2162 10s, per annuiu; and such site will be
substituted as the loasel premises. On a per-
chase of tire fee simple, the obligation of the
conpanty to pay the balance of the said sour
of £30,000 by the istalments aforesaid will
continue. At the present moment time survey
of the site, and the precise details in connec-
tion with it, have riot heenr settled. In fact,'there will be to-mnorrow a visit to Fremantle
of Ministers; and departmental officers,
tire result of which 'I hope will be
to firmalise time delimitation of the site
and the necessary agr-cenrnt as to
detail with tlne various departments con-
cerned, including the Railway and Works De-
partments and the 'F'remantle Harbour Trust.
Tme details of fire site, andl thne survey of it,
and the details of the agreements which it
is prupeosed shall be entered unto, and also the
leases, have of course yet to be submitted to
and approved by Cabinet. Tit conclusion, let
me say tinat thne original idea was that, what-
ever site rright be chosen, the nioney should
be spent on it andl the company given a lease
of it with a right of p~urchase. However, the
site which appears to aill parties to he the most
suitable-that is, the site alongside the rail-
way hridge at Premantle--of course cannot be
leased to the company for a long periodi, nor
can the right of purchase to it be given to the
company, for the -reason that this very ground
will some dlay be required for extension of the
Fremanmtle harbour, and when in duoe course it
is required the railway bridge will comne down;,
and, furthermore, another railwa- bridge will
cross the river, as is well known, somenwhere
near Point Preston. Therefore the eompany

Canniot be given the right to purchase thi
site; but another site will be substituted,
wich the mnaterial and the plant will be shift
whlen those particular contingencies happen.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam) [8.56]:
dlo 'tot wyant to discuss the question of shi
building to-night, but the statement read I
tire Attorney General certainly needs some co
sideration. The bargain between the conipai
and the Government seems very one-sideni.

Mir. O'Loghlen: It is a good bargain f,
the company.

Hon. J. MiTCHELL: Yes; but it has to 1
remembered that shipbuilding is more or le
a national duty. I hope that before the agre
tuent with the shipbuilding company is flat
ised, Parliament will be given an opportuni
of considering it. Certainly it seems that tl
busiess of shipbuilding nt £26 per ton sirori
he profitable.

The Attorney General: America is payit
£10 per ton mrore than we for the same ela
of ship.

Mir. 0 1Joghleri: The Commonwealth 0-over
in rent pay £6 per ton inore than the contra
price.

Hon. T1. MI\1TCHELL: At £26 per ton, utile
a great dleal of the material, far moere than
have been led to believe, has to be importe
or, rather, unless very little of the material
prodiuced in this State, the building of the
cornparitively small ships at Fremantle ong
to be profitable. The important thing, ho
ever, is to insist on this work of re-estairlis
ing the shipping tonnage of the Old Land.
is extraordinary to dand that the Goverame
are porepared to lend to this company,
se-krity whic-h certainly will not be very strov
money at 511 per cent., when apparently
h'ave to pay miore tliaiin per cent, for
muoney ourselves.

The Colonial Treasurer: 'Not- for this.
H-on. J1. MITCHELL: But this is money

tire hands of the Government.
Nlr. O'Loghlen: Tt ill hare to be replane

by the (Iovernrent.
lon. T. M1%ITCHELL: Yes. The farmer,%

are told. must pay seven per cent, because t!
nineny is costing tire Covernurent six per cer
Much of thre mnondv for which the farmer
paying seven per cent. was borrowed by oi
friends opposite, when in office, at IY - per cer
I bore tire Committee will not do anythir
n'hich will even appear to be an endorsae
of the agreement outlined by the Attermi
General to-night. 'We ought 'to be given
opportunity of frilly discussing that agre
mieat before the Government go any fnrthc
A-s it is with the leadier of the Opposition,
it is with me: T think the Treasuirer has pro
ably realised by this time that lire is oul' un
nan -in the six departments, and that he real
has but little control himself over the we-
of tire various departments. Twelve, nont'
ago T. pointed out to this Chaimber tliat t!
Treasurer dloes not control all the six depar
nients. and that financial success depends up;
the whole of the six Mlinisters. The Treasur
lie doubt has the control of the purse.

M_%r. O'Loghlen: Nominally.
Hfon. J1. MfTTIFLL: Perhaps only noun

nliv. Every oblization of the State, of eouirs
Inns to be discharged; and if anything is to 1
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achieved it must be by the efforts and the
good management of each separate department.
I fancy the Treasurer is not quite so fully
responsible for the present financial situation
as he led us to believe we might expect him
to be. I would like to know from the Premier
why Parliament was not summoned earlier to
vote supplies. So far as I know, there is no-
thing in the Constitution that justifies the
spending of con siderable sums of money with-
out an Appropriation Bill.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: You, too, went to hustle
the Premier.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That comes well from
the member for Northam.

Hon. J1. MITCHELL: Yes, it comes very
well. I personally was never responsible for
the expenditure of money without the approval
of Parliament. At any rate, there never was a
time like the Present in which money was spent.
And it is not only the spending of the money.
We know full well there are many obligations,
apart from those provided in the Constitution,
that have to be met. But it is the method
of expenditure, and the manner in which funds
are dealt with, that this Parliament has a per-
feet right to consider sad to discuss and to
decide. However, Parliament has no control
at all. Two months of the financial year
have gone; and it will be two months
from now before we shall have the
details of expenditure, which can he
intelligently discussed and considered.
The Government should realise that we are
not going through ordinary times, that the
financial position is going from bad to worse.
The leader of the Opposition said that the
position of affairs when his party were in
power wvas much better; as a matter of fact
it was not. The actual deficit for the year
1915-16, allowing for the added interest bill,
was about equal to the true deficit of 1916-
17 and equal to the deficit of the year just
closed. There was the material difference,
however, that the people recognised that very
much more was done for them in the earlier
years than is being done now. At the pre-
sent time the people are being denied facili-
ties which they got in 1915-16 and 1910-17.

Hon. T. Walker: And in 1914-15.
Hon. 3. MITCHELL: I do not know about

1914-15. The question is just now, what we
are going to get for our money. We are get-
ting less than we ever got in the history of
the State and the position will become more
hopeless day by day. A matter that needs
explanation is where the expenditure last
year of £16,000 by the Agricultural Bank has
disappeared and where the £21,000 for work-
ers' homes has gone. These are things which
should be explained, and no doubt they will
be explained when the Estimates are under
discussion. I cannot hold the Treasurer res-
ponsible for the late calling together of Par-
liament; the Premier will have to answer for
that. There can be no reasonable excuse
for not calling Parliament together earlier.
I do not know how expenditure has been
approved without Parliament first being con-
sulted. Hon. members in such circumstances
have no control over the expenditure of the
first four months of this year.

Mir, O'Loghlea: It is not the first time it
has happened.

Hon. J1. MITCHELL: It is the first time
it has happened under such circumstances
and I hope it will he the last. It is idle for
bon. members to believe they have control
over expenditure when they have not. I
notice a statement was made by the Trea-
surer the other day that he had to provide
£478,000 for the Industries Assistance Board,
but he holds wheat certificates of the
value of £E338,000, which can be set against
that sum. It is impossible to ascertain from
the figures where the £478,000 has gone. It
struck me as strange that £478,000 could
have been spent by the Industries Board
within three months. There is some explana-
tion, of course, but it does seem strange that
so large a sum should be used in so short a
time. It is true as the leader of the Oppo-
sition said that the Treasurer did not deal
with the financial position of the State, but
dealt with that of the Commonwealth, and
the financing of the war. Of course, that is
interesting, but it is a strange thing that
notwithstanding all that has been borrowed
in Australia during the last year, the depos-
its in the banks of Australia are larger to-
day than they have ever been. During the
last 12 months these deposits increased by
JO million pounds. It is a wonderful in-
crease, due, of course, to the satisfactory
snle of our produce. We have been told to-
night that the wool proceeds last year
amounted to 42 millions sterling. During the
past three years the enormous sum of 77
millions has been paid for Australian wheat.
When we talk of reducing the production of
wheat, we have that reduction, because this
year the yield will be 60 million bushels less
than in 1 915-16. The amount advanced on
the 1917-18 crop is about 15 millions. I hope
it may be 25 millions next year as the Trea-
surer anticipates. I hope the Treasurer will
bring down his estimates as soon as possible.
He says that we can have them when the
debate on the Address-ia-reply is concluded.
I do niot know how long that debate will last;-
it should not last more than two or three
weeks. With regard to the sinking fund, it
is a perfectly reasonable proposal to suspend
it. For many reasons it should not be con-
sidered as a serious part of our annual
deficit. We have borrowed our money in
order that we may invest it in business con-
cerns, railways, and harbours, and some of it
has gone into trading concerns which have
not been very useful to the community.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen. Which concerns?
Hon. JT. MITCHELL: Many of them, con-

cerns which cannot now be used.
Hon. T. Walker: A good deal has gone into

the agricultural industry.
Hon. J1. MITCHELL: And with very good

results to the State.
Hon. T. Walker: Not always.
Hon. J. MITC11ELL: The money invested

in our railways cannot be made to earn a
satisfactory profit, because the haulage is not
there. We should do something to relieve
nurselves of the payment of £300,000 a year
towards the sinking fund. I hope the Pre-
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mier will explain why Parliament was not
called together until the end of August, and
I hope hon. members will insist on getting
an opportunity to discuss the financial posi-
tion. I do not know what will happen to the
State if the present drift is allowed to con-
tinue. It should be regarded as serious even
by the Government, and something nil have
to be done to cheek it. The Treasurer has
told us that we need not expect to be able
to borrow any money for an indefinite time,
There must be an end to borrowing to cover
the deficit, and we should do everything that
is possible to gain that result. To-day there
is really no difference between loan and re-
venue expenditure; we are -not spending
much of the money we are borrowing on pub-
lic works; it is largely going to meet re-
venue charges. That is a deplorable state
of affairs. I do not ay7 that the present, or
any other Government, are responsible for it;
it is due to a combination of circumstances,
bitt we can control the situation to a much
greater extent and in a more satisfactory
manner than we are now doing. I hope the
Treasurer will realise that he is powerless
to do very, much for this State unless he has
the whole-hearted co-operation of every other
'Minister. There must be united effort, and
it must also be continuous. I do not care
which department of State it may be, there
cannot be any possible chance of good man-
agement unless the Minister is made to feel
that he is responsible. In timies like these
it is unfortunate for the Treasurer that he
is not also Premier.

The Colonial Treasurer: I have enough
worries of my own.

Hon. J. MITCHELL- I am aware of that,
but the other Ministers would probably have
a few more worries if the Treasurer were also
Premier, because he would then have a differ-
eat control. However, it is futile to discuss
in a general way the amount we are asked to
vote, because two-thirds of it has already been
spent. We can promise the Treasurer that we
shall display a keen interest in the Estimates
when he submits them for the consideration
of the House.

Hom. W. C. ANGWIIN (North-East Pre-
mantle [9.14] : One would have thought by
the statement made tn-night that the Parlia-
ment of this State would not have been aware
of the necessity to exercise economy unless they
had been told by the Treasurers of the other
States. The Treasurers met together and told
the Parliament of Western Australia that it
was important that every economy should be
exercised. "You must not expend any more
money this year than you expended last year."
Why, I find that when the Treasurer introduced
his Estimates last year lhe said this-

Now we come to the question of economy
in administration, end I wish to make an
explanation to the Committee upoa a matter
in which I na personally concerned. I made
a pledge to the House and the country that
as far as lay in my power I would en-
deavour to effect an economy in the adminis-
tration of the State, and, if I remain in
my present office I am going to endeavour
to redeem that promise. In this I have

the fullest sympathy and concurrence of m)
colleagues.

The Treasurer at that time had the fulles,
sympathy of his colleagues. He has had noth
lug else ever since. It has been bsympathy at
the time. Take the Lands Department: an in
crease in expenditure this year over that 01

last year. Take the Works Department:
large increase this year over last year. So
too, with other departments. Yet wre are toli
there is necessity for economy. Unfortunatelj
Ministers did not find this out until after thi
Treasurers' conferee. They have been pre
paring their Estimates. Those Estimates hav4
been sent to the Treasurer and the Treasurci
has sent them back again, reminding Mlin
istems of the results of the Treasurers' eon.
ference, with the remark, ''You must eul
down to last year's expenditure.'' WhenI
saw the Treasurer 's statement in the Press t(
the effect that Ministers had been instruetei
to cut down to last year's expenditore, it wa4
surprising to me, because last year we wern
told that the Governmient had exercised ver3
great economy in administration during thi
few months they had been in office and rtaw
although the economy did net show in las-
year's Estimates,' it would certainly appea
in the Estimates of this year. Now we havi
that wonderful resolution passed at the Treas
urers' conference that expenditure must aol
exceed the expenditure of last year, and ii
consequence I expected to see a reduction ox
last year's figures. Last year the Premici
said-

It is almost an impossibility for the Gov
ernmeixt to square the finances in one year
but Ministers will be able to tell when(
manyv economies have been effected during
the last 12 months.

Where is the economy effected in the Suppl3
Bill before us tn-night, a Bill. for a millie'
and a half, one-fourth the expenditure of thc
whole year, without any curtailment at al111
The Premier went oxi to say-

it is not probable that there will bE
much saving this financial year owing to th
allowances which have been granted foi
abolition of office and in some eases tht
pensions which have been given.

They could not show it last year, but they werE
going to show it this year. Yet the same
thing has gone on. Again, last year the Pre-
mier said-

Hon. members opposite know as well at
lhon. mnembers on this side know that tht
Governmxent are engaged in effecting econo.
ciies in every possible direction in the ad-
ministration of the country.

Those were the statements of the Premnier, the
mouthpiece of the Government-economies are
being practised everywhere. Yet -we find
that the same amount is required for the first
three months of this year as has been re.
quired. previously. One remark made by the
Premier last year which I have overlooked
probably has a good deal to do with the
position. The Premier, following on an in-
terjection by the member for Forrest, said,
"We shall be able to straighten our finances
by-and-by e." We have to look ahead, and
no doubt when that by-and-bye arrives the
finances wilt be in a far better condition. I

3.
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had thought to see this year the effect of the
economies which the Government last year
professed to have made; but whein we are
told that we are going to adhere to the de-
,ision arrived at at the Treasurers' confer-
ance, it shows we are going from bad to
worse. There is no necessity for Billy Hol-
man, the Premier of New South Wales, to
Lell us how to manage our affairs here, any
mnore than there is for Billy Hughes to go to
England to give similar advice there. we
cnot the position here better than does the
Premier of New South Wales. The position
a becoming very acute outside. The people
)f the State are losing faith in the Govern-
rent. They are realising that the promises
if the Government are not being kept, and
,bat the business acumen which everybody
tipeeted of the Government is not being
ihown, that indeed we aire drifting on in
.ho same old way. The only reason why thea
.sabour Government went out from office was
lie condition of the finances. The only rca-
ion given to the public was that the L~abour
;overnment did not possess the business
Leuilnen necessary to the carrying on of
he affairs of the State without running up
ilarge deficit. Yet each year since the

. bour Government went out of office the
leficit has been more than double what it
vras under the administration of that Gov-
!rnment. To me it proves conclusively that
lfinisters are not exercising in their offices
hat diligence necessary to enable them to
:eep their expenditure within bounds. I
Lave every synipathy with the Treasurer, for

know what his position is. He cannot go
o his colleague and say, "You are not going
a have this." The late Sir George Turner
vas the only Australian Treasurer who
ver went that far. Ministers should
ie given clearly to understand that they must
artail expenditure as against that which oh-
ained at the beginning of the war. I do not
atend to take up any more time. I merely
ose to point, out that there was no ncessity
*or the Treasurers' conference to draw the
tttention of this Parliament to the urgent
teed for economy in this State.

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. .T.
Jardiner-trwin-in. reply) [9.251: I appre-
:iato the remarks of the leader of the Opposi-
ion. I am afraid that if I had been in his
)]ace my remarks would have been even
itronger. His knowledge tells him that there
s in the present financial position much which
lo Treasurer, no Government could have
ivoided. If we look at what has gone behind
is during the last 12 months it will be realised
hbat there were circumstances which nobody
iuld control. Outside of that I have not the

.lightest objection to any remark which fell
:romt the leader of the Opposition. Certainly
ie referred to street betting, but I think I got
inst as much shock over that as he did when
te saw the article in the newspaper. It is one
)f the drawbacks of knowing little or nothing
thout betting. That was a measure to get
nioney from bookmnakers on a racecourse, hut
t never entered my min 'd that there wits a pos-
tihility of its operating to extract money from
hem, in shops and on the street. T at once

wrote off to the Commissioner of Taxation to
know what was necessary to straighten out
the position. As a Treasurer I may be hard up
for mioney, but I have no desire to get it that
way. The member for Northam (Hon. J. Mit-
chell) amuses me. One cannot help being
amused at times, I do not think I have ever
once referred to the shortcomings of anybody
who preceded me. What is the use of it, what
ice does it cut? Almost every Government
have sinned on the question of delay in bring-
ing in their financial proposals, and almost
every Government have sinned in the spending
of money without authorisation. If they have
niot done these things in one way they have
done thenm in other ways. I happened to be at
the opening of Parliament in South Australia.
On the last dlay in July the Government came
along for supplies. I and my colleagues have
striven to get our Estimates ready according
to promise. Before the close of last session
the leader of the Opposition said, ''We shall be
up to the time for which you promised the Es-
tiniates before Parliament adjourns.'' That
was the position. We were here practically to
the end of May. I have those Estimates ready,
and I would have presented them here to keep
miy premise to the House. To listen to re-
marks one would think no economies had been
effected. Last year we closed operations with
£5,000 more deficit than in the previous year;
but howr much additional interest did we have
to pay? There was £E26,000 extra for wages,
£2.5,000 extra for floods, and nearly £40,000 for
loss on cattle.

lion. P. Collier: Every Government have
their. unforeseen expenditure. The only in-
crease to which the Treasurer can legitimately
call attention is the interest bill.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: When wre
consider that we met all these extra things out
oif practically the same revenue as that of the
previous year, without any additional taxation,
we must see that there is some sound evidence
that we have been looking into things and
trying to effect economy.

Hon. P. Collier: There was an extra £125,000
from the land and income tax.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: It has all
gone.

Hon. P. Collier: You are short of that much
this year.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Yes. Now
we have the member for Northam (Hon. J.
Mitchell) saying that things must be squared.
There was the exhibition in the House over
the taxation measures I left here, -which showed
that there was no honest enideavour to square
the matter by taxation. In those measures
there was provision for the interest of every-
body. The member for Northam then says,
"Oh, it has to be fixed.'' I told the House
that, but with what result 9 The supertax that
I ought to have I did not get a penny of, but
finished up with less than I had. I had a
dividend ditties Bill with a supertax added
on but this had to be recalled in common
justice.

lion. W. C. Augwin: The Government were
to blame.

Hon. P. Collier: Your colleagues voted
against it..
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The COLONIAL TREASURER: I do not
want it to be lprenalhed to me that we have to
square things, while at the samie time that
preaching is not practised in the House. That
is not fair. We a]I realise the difficulty we
are in. If the leader of tb' e Opposition was in
my place to-morrow, I would give hint the
same promise that I gave to the Government
before, namely that I would help them in
every way possible. I do not want any Char-
ity in the House, neither do I wish to be
singled out at the expense of my colleagues.
It is a difficult time and a difficult task. If
the House, as it did by its vote, says that
education must not be curtailed, what am I to
do? Not only has this become the policy of
the Government, but it has become the policy
of the country. Members here Can make anti
unmake Governments, but if they are going
to say that certain things are sacrosanct, what
is the good of anyone talking about reducing
them? Take our hospital grants, anti our do-
mestic grantsl Do members know what our
domestic expenditure comes to in the year?
It comes to somewhere about £850,000. How
am I to get the money to carry on these ser-
vices?

Mr. Holman: Where does it all go?
The COLONIAL TREASURER: On edu-

cation, gaols, medical and health, sanatoriums,
and things of that sort. That is where we
have to put it. The general administration
of the State has to be looked after and prob-
ably would not involve a very much greater
expenditure than £480,000, but included in the
general administration of the State are the
Agricultnral BSak,' the Savings BankI the
Taxation Department, etc. It does not mnatter
how much we cut into that expenditure, we
cannot effect a big saving. The member for
North-East Fremantle put his finger on the
difficulty and we are trying to get over it. He
says that in the amalgamation of departments
we have to make space. We have made some
air space and have amalgamated some of the
departments. The Minister for Works has got
rid of about 100 of his officers altogether. In
my own place we have got rid of six or seven
officers. I do not want any wholesale sack-
ing. If wo have 11 or 12 months in Parlia-
inent we cannot be expected to put these things
right.

Hon. P. Collier: Judging by to-day we
shakll be here for the rest of the year.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: If mem-
hers want to sit in the day time, they will have
to work. We had experience of it last session.
I do not mind any criticismn that can be levelled
.at me. I say that now is the time to criticise.
It is for members to keep us straight by criti-
cism, if we need to be kept straight. No man
is going to object to it, and if he does he does
not want to do a fair thing. Let hon. mem-
bers c3riticise by every means In their power.
It is from criticism that we can he brought to
see our faults. With regard to the conference,
if I was able to say all that took place there.
even the member for North-East Fremantle
(Hon. W. C. Augwin) would agree that there
was a position which showed that probably we
were Dot free agents as we would like to be.

Won. W. C. Angwin: The responsibility is

more with the Federal authorities than any
ethers,

The COLONIAL TREASURER: We know
that. The position has become apparent not
only to people in Australia but to people out-
side. Sometimes the people outside Australia
have to find the money for the purpose of
carrying on Australia,

Question put and passed; resolution reported
and the report adopted.

Supply Bill introduced, etc.
Resolution in Committee of Ways and Means

having been passed,. a Supply Bill was brought
in providing for the expenditure of £1,431,-
000

Bill passed through its remaining stages and
transmitted to the Legislative Council.

House adjonued at 9.45 p.m.

legislative Council,
Wediesday, 98th August, 1918.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.tu., and read prayers.

[For "'Question on Notice'' see "in.
rites of Proceedings.'')

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.
On motions by the COLONIAL SE GRE.

TARN' (Hon. Hf. P. Colebatch), sessional com
inittecs were appointed as follow:-

Standing Orders: The President, the Chair
rman of Committees, Hon. J. Nicholson, Hon
A. Sanderson, and the mover.

Library: Hon. AV. Xingsinill, Hon. H. Mil
lington, and Hon. J. P. Allen.

Printing: Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoum, Hon
R. G. Ardaghi, and Hon. A. Sanderson.

House: Hon. W. Kingsmill, Hon. T. Duf
tell, H on. R. J. Lynn, Hon. H. Millington
and Hon. J. Nichlson.

BILL-SUPPLY, £1,431,000.

All Stages.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H
P. Clcbth-East) [4.40]. I move-

"That so much of the Standing Ordern
he suspended as is necessary to enable -
Supply Bill to be taken into consideratior
immediately on its receipt from the Legis
lative Assembly, and passed through al
its stages during this sitting.''

This motion is the usual one tabled in snel
circuinstones. The Supply 'Bill passc&
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